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STYLE

The Barnhaus by Residential Attitudes offered retro touches.

Oxley House in Darlington.

People desire the
nostalgia of the past and the
unique nature of one-off pieces.

SUSTAINABILITY

Behind the lines of
environmental design
SANDRA ARGESE

Balance proves key
when old meets new
GRETA ANDREWS-TAYLOR
There is plenty of charm in
vintage home detailing, but
the trend is not without its
challenges. It can be difficult to
nail the mix between the classic
looks of old and modern day
function.
The key to incorporating vintage
looks into a home without going
overboard, according to Oswald
Homes Principal Designer Brook
Leber, is to focus on a few key
features.
Oswald Homes' Palm Springs display.
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“People desire the nostalgia of the
past, and the unique nature of oneoff pieces of furniture,” he said.
“The most popular way to
incorporate this is by adding
conversation pieces − good quality
bespoke furniture that adds
interest and character to a space.”
Mr Leber said items like baths,
mirrors and knick-knacks, along
with furniture, were a great way to
incorporate older styles into the
home. But there are some areas
where you're best to stick to newer
technology.
“Fixtures and fittings have
advanced so much that old taps,
light fittings and electronics can be
inefficient, non-compliant and even
unsafe,” he said.
Technology and innovation have
come a long way in a short time,
and Mr Leber said it was possible to
style a home with nostalgia without
missing out on modern comfort −
particularly in the kitchen.
“Luckily, designers have created
character appliances in recent years
which give the best of both worlds,”
he said.

Green homes across the country
will open their doors to the
public next week as part of
Sustainable House Day (SHD).
Held annually since 2001, SHD
2019 will take place next Sunday,
September 15.
Forty homes across Western
Australia will be opened, among
more than 250 homes nationally,
to give people a rare view into
exceptional homes designed, built
or renovated with healthy and
environmental living in mind.

The Reno Lounge is based at
Home Base Subiaco, and focuses
on renovation, building and
design. Managing Partner Steve
Stott said the old-new mix was
shining through particularly in the
renovation space, with designers
embracing creativity and delivering
some surprising results.

Run by not-for-profit organisation
Renew, visitors will be able
to speak to and learn from
homeowners.
Renew CEO Donna Luckman said
everyone wanted a home that was
well-designed, healthy, and ran
efficiently in an age of high energy
bills.

“Mixing styles can actually be a
more cost-effective option,” he said.
"For example, an extension or
addition based on the original style
of a character home will require
high ceilings in order to stay true
to the original look. By embracing
a mix of old and new styles, you
can include lower ceilings to the
modern areas of the home and
reduce costs considerably.

"Sustainable House Day allows
Australians to see real homes
that have achieved this, and get
unbiased advice on how to make
their homes more comfortable and
cheaper to run," she said.
Interesting sustainable home
design trends on display for
SHD 2019 include solar passive
and passive house design, allelectric net-zero energy, recycled

“Mixing two styles also means you
can design for climate, as modern
home designs are more considerate
of orientation and climate-sensible
design elements.”
Mr Stott said the key in renovation
was clearly defining old and new
spaces.
“I would always recommend
creating a distinct break between
old and new,” he said.
“Breezeways or courtyards are a
great way to connect the old with
the new.”

CONTACT
Oswald Homes, 1300 217 663
www.oswaldhomes.com.au
The Reno Lounge, 0498 434 248
www.therenolounge.com

The Whitsunday by Oswald Homes.

The Sativa Sanctuary Hemp House in Witchcliffe. Image: Ange Wall Photography.

Sustainable House
Day allows people to
get unbiased advice
on making their homes
more comfortable.

timber, features geared for electric
vehicles, tiny living, solar with
battery storage, sustainable
gardens, recycled materials and
advanced energy-efficient design.
The Sativa Sanctuary Hemp House
in Witchcliffe, for example, hosts
HempeCrete construction, natural
finishes, no air-conditioning and
many other sustainable features.
Solar Dwellings is the WA-state
sponsor for the event. Each year,
the building design company
hosts a bus tour of some of the
Perth green homes opening on
the day. Some homes, such as
Shannstainable in Floreat and the
Karrinyup Sustainable House, are
exclusively available to view on the
bus tour.
Talks will be delivered by
sustainable homes expert Griff
Morris and others in the field.
“It’s about taking out the complex
and making it simple; to talk
to people about how normal
sustainability can be in your
everyday life at home,” Mr Morris
said.
Bookings are essential for the bus
tour. Contact Solar Dwellings for
more information.
Over 35,000 people are expected
to attend SHD nationally. Entry
to most homes is free, with
some homes requesting a gold
coin donation and a few homes
conducting ticketed tours.

CONTACT
Sustainable House Day
www.sustainablehouseday.com
Solar Dwellings, 9444 4400
www.solardwellings.com.au

